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HILLIP NICHOLS, RECENTLY JOINED MEMBER

from Detroit, Michigan, reports the 
following:

“Thanks to the DNA testing done as part of
some genealogical work on my family tree, I
was able to successfully trace back my family
to 1712 Virginia and connect with oth-
ers on the same tree. Something
no one else had been able to do
as our family lacked the family
records many have. However, the
DNA tests did match me with
someone else in the Clan who
did know his family was
Scottish. It seems that we share
a common ancestor in Scotland
between 1400 AD and 1700 AD.

Although the testing could not be
more specific, it did guarantee my
family as at least Scottish by
descent. For my family this was
sufficient.

As more people get tested,
more matches will turn up
and more people will be
able to trace and match
up their own family
trees.

What was even more interesting was to see the
difference between the majority English
Nichols as compared to our small minor group
of four individuals who show a different ances-
try. It appears that we have a Viking ancestry,
possibly from the time the Danes invaded the

Scottish Lowlands. More participants, 
especially of known Scottish blood, would
help us all.”

Phillip’s DNA genealogical research
was done through a company called
Family Tree DNA - Genealogy by
Genetics, Ltd. with world headquar-
ters in Houston, Texas.

Launched in April 2000, Family
Tree DNA has been associated
since its inception with the
Arizona Research Labs, led by
Dr. Michael Hammer, a
Biotechnology Research Scientist
at the University of Arizona, who
is billed as one of the world’s 
leading authorities on the field of

genetics.

The main attraction to people in our
Clan of the Family Tree DNA is their

three Surname Projects involving
Nicholson, Nicholson (-2) and Nichols,

with 19, 5 and 66 participants respec-
tively as of October 2005. The Nicholson

and Nichols Projects involve all spellings of
each surname.

The Nichols project use Y-chromosome testing
to link descendants of Colonial American fami-
lies of the surname. Many participants trace
their ancestry back to the late 1700s. However,
documentation of most Nichols (and presum-
ably also Nicholson) in Colonial America is
very sketchy, and it is hoped that the 

Nichols & Nicholson Surnames Projects
at the Family Tree DNA
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