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Dear Clanfolk,

The Chief and his Council on Thurs-

day last offered to buy back 140 ac-

res of our traditional clan lands on

Skye for the sum of £20,000 sterlingi

Here's how the story unfolds -clips

from the WEST HIGHLAND FREE PRESS.
13/6/86

‘Outdoor centre plan
for Skye beauty spot

The new owner of 140 acres of
Ben Chracaig in Portree this
week announced plans for an
outdoor centre there.

The land, which stretches from
just beyond the Coolin Hills Hotel as
far as Toravaig and takes in the well-
known coastal path, has been bought
by Barrie Creed who currently runs
the Three Rowans Restaurant at
Edinbane.

He told the Free Press on
Wednesday: “'I would like to have an
outdoor centre and hostel there —
a 50-bed hostel, but not somcthing

+ big that would spoil the nature of the
area. The coastline would also make
it ideal for water-based activities."”

Mt Creed recognised that the

,\schemc could be “very sensitive”. He
said: 1 have floated the idea with

— the HIDB and they like it. But 1 will
also be discussing it with the com-
munity council and the district

" council, and I will be working in co-
operation with these bodies and
others like the NFU and the Crofters
Union."

His plans depend on selling the
existing businesses run by himsell
and his wife Brenda, including a
candlemaking enterprise, but he
said: “1f the community council like
the idea T will push it through to the
planners and after that, with [IDB
help, the centre could be in operation
by July next year. I am optimistic.”

The footpath would remain open,
Mr Creed added, and he hoped to
improve and extend it.

4/7/86
“*Irredeemable’
Mistake”

6 Martin Crescent
Portree

.

Dear Sir

It is with some concern that [ read
in your recent issue of the proposed
development of Ben Crachaig, or
Scorrybreac as it is better known
locally.

While it may be questionable
) whether Portree neceds a 50-bed
Soon after 1t bec- hastel the idea of siting it in the

{ middle of an arca ol great natural
ame known that Mr. beauty would be an irredeemable

Creed had pur chas= mistake. Once this development has
ed the old Scorry- begun and the services are estab-

lished — roads, telephones, elee-
breac lands for d-— tricity etc, presumably with High-
evelopment purpos- land Board funding — what is

then to stop the developer selling off
the hill in parcels for private
housing?

I had always assumed that the
Scorrybreac path was a right of way.
For Barry Creed to assure us he
intends to leave it open implics that
this decision is his to make.

[ would urge the community
council and those who care about the
future development of Portree to
resist this scheme on all fronts.

Yours faithfully
Tommy MacKenzie

es, irate letters
started pouring
into the offices
of the Skye news-
paper., The follow-
ing are a select-
ion.

Uizt Air NSW.
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Scorry ““Not
The Right Spot”

48 Park
Bernisdale
Dcar Sir

In consideration of recent evenls
surrounding Mr Barrie Creed’s
preject to erect a hostel and folk
centre on the Scorry area of Portree,
1 feel there are certain points which
need to be raised. i

Firstly, we must consider the
island’s total reliance on the tourist
trade and the fact that Portrec crics
out for such a development, but the
area suggested is not the place.

I am 19 years old and like many
other young islanders [ can
appreciate the need to keep the land
and beauty the island has.
Unfortunately the Scorry area is the
only unspoilt area left in Portrec:
surely we cannot let this go.

The young in Skye can also
appreciate the need for Portree to
have such a centre to altract tourists
and for the use of locals (as both
areas must be considered).

IT Skye wishes to remain a tourist
centre then we must attract the
younger generation of holidaymakers
to the island. Surely it can only be
seen as palhetic that Portree lacks
a youth hostell Equally, we must aim
{o keep locals happy and offer them
as much as we can.

Local businessmen, the district
council and every interested islander
should be working together and
pumping support into what is a
major project. One man (even one
as enthusiastic and caring as Mr
Creed) cannot satisly the needs of an
enlire community and the tourists.

The original plan to develop a
communily centre in the Baylield
arca of Portree seems ideal — for
such a central and available area —
and this should be considered again.

If such a project were to go ahead,
organisation and care must be put
in by everyone. Unless this happens
Portree will become scattered with
eyesores, il it is not already so.

I doubt if anybody involved, either
Mr Creed's supporters or his
opposcrs, are taking this lightly. But
since the issue has been raised once
again, let us do it properly this time
and not give cause for regret later.

Similar projects in the past have
met with such reactions, and most
have unfortunately come to nothing.

‘I'hese things cannol just happen.
Even financial support from various
parties and moral support from a few
good-willed locals will never be

enough. This will alfect everyone in
Portree and its surrounding area and
an elfort must be macde by everyone
and an interest must be taken so that
the happiest balance for all is
achicved and the chance of the
moaners rearing their heads after-
wards is decreased.
1t would, however, be nice to sce
something happening this time
instead of enthusiastic tittle-tatile,
only to lie down in suspended anima-
tion until someone else suggests the
idea once again.
Yours faithfully
Charlie MacKenzie

Publi_c pal_'l; at
Ben Chrachaig?

The meeting of Portree &
District Community Council at
which the controversial plans for
an outdoor centre on Ben
Chrachaig are due to be dis-
cussed has been postponed.

L/1/56

Locals “Must
Speak Out”

4 East Park
Portree
Dear Sir

I must support the views expressed
by Ruth Wallace and Tommy Mac-
Kenzie concerning Mr Barry Creed's
plan to develop Scotrybreac.

There must be many more in the
village and its outskirts who are
anpered, as 1 am, about such plans.
Those people must let themselves be
heard and not hope that someone
else will make a noise about it. These
plans must never be allowed to
become reality.

Scorrybreac is about the only
unspoilt area left in Portree and is
enjoyed as it is by local and tourist
alike.

Mr Creed should not assume he
can push something like this without
meeling a great deal of opposition.

All too often because of their
nature island people stay quiet and
don’t want a fuss and allow people
to push past them. We must not let
this happen this time.

Yours faithfully
Mairi Wood

Ban-runaire to the Chief: Rosemary

Nicolson Samios,

3/410.

Edgecliffe Rd, Woollahra NSW 2025. (02) 328 6867 Australia
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Ben Chrachaig site on offer to
district council for £20,000

The man at the centre of recent
controversy over the future of
Ben Chrachaig has offered to sell
the Portree heauty spot to Skye
& Lochalsh District Council for
£20.000.

Mr Barrie Creed, who withdrew
his plans for a hostel and outdoor
centre  development on  Ben
Chrachaig in the face of community
opposition, said that he regarded his
asking price as "very fair indeed "

He paid £15,000 for the land, and
has been involved in some expen-
diture in order to produce the

scrapped. Mr Creed said that he has
had discussions with Mr David
Noble, the council's chief executive,
as well as "a couple of other public
bodies™,

During his discussions with Mr
Noble. continued Mr Creed, I
explained we had bought the thing
on an overdraft and couldn’t afford
to hang around too long."”

Skye & Lochlash District Council
have expressed an interest in
principle in acquiring Ben
Chrachaig, though they delayed any
lirmer decision until the views of
Portree Community Council were

community council rejected the idea
of development on Ben Chrachaig
and agreed to ask the district council
to take it into public ownership,

Mr Creed revealed that he has also
been approached by a Liverpool
businessman — "I think you could
describe him as a speculator™ — whe
is interested in acquiring Ben
Chrachaig. They met in Skye this
weck and Mr Creed told the Free
Press: "He was implving that T could
pick up the telephone and he would
give me an offer better than anything
the council would come up with.”

While Mr Creed has insisted

scll to a public body, in order to
ensure that Ben Chrachaig was safe-
guarded, he said that he would be
keeping the Liverpool gentleman’s
phone number. “If the council mess
me about or aren’t prepared to pay
what | regard as a very fair price then
this is obviously another option we
would have to look at.”

Since he announced that he was
not proceeding with the Ben
Chrachaig development, Mr Creed
has received several suggestions of
other sites for his proposed outdoor
centre. "Different people suggested
different sites, hut none of them have
really come up to what is required ™

scheme. which was eventually

established. Atits last meeting, the
Last Thursday I phoned lir.Creed ab-

throughout that he would prefer o

he said.
How is this land going to be paid

— — —— . — —

out 8,30a,m, Skye time, Mrs.Creed for ? We have 43,700 in our Clan
answered the telephone as her husb- account, The very generous donati-
and was still in bed. She said as on of #US52?,000 recently sent to
far as she knew the Skye and Loch- our American Commissioner is, on

alsh District Council had met the
previous evening and had most likely
agreed to purchase the land. She su-
ggested I ring back in 1% hqurs by
which time they would have had time
to ring the Council.

sent poor rate o
phoned yesterday

Scotland,)

our suggestion because of the pre-

 exchange, still

being held in fAmerica., (Murray

morning to say

HUS750 was already on its way to

I rang back in 1% hours and Mr.Creed Joan Nix, our Treasurer, and I
answered the telephone, The Council went along to the State Bank, and
had decided by a vote of 5 to 4 not with a property of mine as secur-
Lo purchase "OQUR LAND", ity, negotiated an overdraft of

$12,000,

At the date of
to pay £5,000 ca
together with £1

I -immediately offered Mr.Creed on

behalf of the clan £20,000 sterling
for the purchase of our land and our
of fer was accepted,

Next I telephoned Mr,John Nicolson,
the retired Pier lMaster in Portree.
John kindly gave me the address of
our lawyer in Portree, He is MNr,
Donald Ferguson, Christie and Ferg-
uson solicitors, Bridge Rd., Portree
Isle of S5Skye, Scotland, Tel, No,
(0478)2991, Phoning from Australia,

llr sFerguson, our
ready spoken to
bcotland in

settlement

Portree,
they would be happy to lend us

£15,000 but would like to know houw
we intend servicing the

Wle shall lease the land

we need

sh (about $12,00C
5,000 raised by
way of a mortgage over the land.

lawyer, has al-
the Royal Bank of
It seems that

loan, -

for sheep

we don't use the first 0O in the ared

grazing and the grazing

rent will

code, assist

us to reduce the

loan in

Mr.Ferguson is now handling the
purchase for us - the land will in
the future be called the Scorrybread
Estates,

Trust Deeds, in the name of the
"Clan MacNicol Lands Trust" will be
drawn up, the land will be owned by

Scotland,

tion is,

lle hope that every interested cla-
nsman and clanswoman will help us
to reduce the AUSTRALIAN LUAN,

Help us by way of a donation - it
doesn't matter how small the dona-
every dollar and every

us all and managed on ocur behalf by

cent will count
Trustees,

In 1988 Sydney plays host to the
International Gathering.

]




No ski-ing for Skye,

declares

Australian clan chief

“CLAN-MACNICOL’S ANCESTRAL :LAND!

Proposed tourist

4 resortand
water-skiing centre
on an lands of £

By PETER WHITE,
Ethnic Affairs Reporter

The real estate speculators
threatening one of the Scottish
island of Skye's most beautiful and
unspoilt stretches could not have
foreseen such a determined defence
of Highland honour coming from
far-off Australia.

But the Australian arm of the
proud Clan MacNicol is preparing
to ward off plans by an English
developer to set up a tourist resort
and water ski-ing centre on Skye.

The proposed site just happens to
be at the heart of the clan's ancient
ancestral lands.

And by some strange twists of
fate and history, the clan now has

its headquarters in Australia.

Its hereditary chiel, Mr lan
MacNicol of Scorrybreac, is a
retired sheep farmer from the NSW
town of Ballina.

Mr MacNicol, officially known
as “Scorrybreac”, presides over a
larger number of followers than
most of his fellow chiefs back home
in Scotland — estimated at 25,000
worldwide — and in Australia
boasts such benefits as his own
pipers, sword and tartan bearers,
chaplains, a bard, a clan pipe band
and a clan country dancing group.

A Clan MacNicol radio program
broadcasts to outback Australia.

Scorrybrezc and his fighting
Aussie MacNicols have already
made a name for themseives in
Scotland for defending clan honour,

Earlier this year, Scottish news-
papers gave wide coverage to legal
moves by Mr MacNicol to stop a
London solicitor of lowland
descent, who reportedly “has never
worn the kilt™, from laying heredi-
tary claim to the MacNicol tartan.

While the latest assault on
Highland honour has a 1980s ring,
its roots go back centuries into the
mists of Scottish history.

According to Scorrybreac, his
ancestors were originally robbed of
the ownership of their lands on
Skye by the more powerful Mac-
Donald and Macleod clans in the
16th century.

Reduced to the level of virtual
local managers for the Mac-
Donalds, subsequent MacNicol
chiefs and their clansmen were
finally forced to abandon Skye and

. set sail for Australia, New Zealand
and the US in the early 19th
century,

Scorrybreac's ancestor arrived in
Van Diemen’s Land s a member of
the British military, married a local
girl and ended up settling in NSW.

Now Scorrybreac and his fellow
clansmen and women are attempt-
ing to raise the estimated $50,000
necessary to buy the 56 hectares on
the outskirts of Portree which has
recently come on to the market.

If they are successful they will
not only thwart the Liverpool
developer, but regain the ancestral
lands they lost centuries before.

“It’s a very emotional issue for
us,” Scorrybreac said.

“The clan is scattered around the
world and having our ancestral
lands on Skye will provide a real
focus for us, bringing us together.”

According to the clan's secre-
tary, Mrs Rosemary Samios, the
clan will set up a trust to administer
the site and will erect some small
“bothies™ (small farm cotiages) in
keeping with the surroundings to
provide accommodation for clan

members from around the world.

“We'll be redressing the wrongs
of history,” she said.

The Sydney Morning Herald,

Friday, September 19, 1986
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or help us by way of sponsorship -
T380 will sponsor 1 acre of our

land,
$190 will sponsor % acre of our
-land,
$100 will sponsor 4 acre of our
land,

$50 will sponsor 1/8 acre of our
land,

The name of every donor and the
name of every sponsor will be
inscribed for all time on a monu-
ment raised on the land,

The sponsorship or donation can be
in your name, in the name of a
child or in the memory of a loved
one.,

Can you imagine the thrill for

a grand-child visiting Skye in fu-
ture years, seeing the inscribed
name of a Grand-parent who -had he-
lped to buy back the clan lands.
The unveiling by Scorrybreac of
this monument will be a landmark
in the history of our clan,

Please sent your donations or sp-
onsorships directly to our Treas-
urer, Mrs.Joan Nix, P.0,Box 253,
Potts Point, N.S5.W,2011.Joan will
be responsible for recording all
the names,

"HABPY NEW YEARY
The Scottish Australian Heritage
Council and Clan lMacNicol will be
celebrating Celtic New Year at an
elegant "after church'" Garden Lun-
cheon and Celtic musicale to be
attended by Lord and Lady Forres
and lMike Bailey, the weather man,
at historic "Wellings", 4,lloodside
Avenue tast, Burwood, Tickets $15.,
Please ring me on 3286867 or Joan
Nix on 3584619, Brinmg along your
family and friends, Clan lMacNico=
1's share of the proceeds will be
used for our land,

Miss,lel Agnew and the other ouwn-
ers of "Wellings" also bought ba-
ck their heritage - they bought .
Lochnaw Castle (sounds familiar to
Clan flacNicol members) and spend
many months of "each year in their
castle in Scotland,

CLAN MACNICOL N,G.F, AND GATHERING

at the British -Exservices Club,
541, Kent S5t., Sydney at 10.30a.m.
on Saturday,?2Y9th .November, The Ch-
ief will be in the Chair., Morning
tea will be served, There is no




charge,

The Chief and young Scorrybreac wi-
11 be attending the Sydney Scottish
Games at Fairfield Shouwgroung on St
Andrew's Day, Sunday, 30th November}
The Chief will arrive at the Games
about mid-day, the Governor - Gen-
eral of Australia, wearing his kilt}
will arrive at the Games at 12,30p.
m., and will attend the Games lun-
cheon in the Members' Stand. Membe-
rs tickets, which include entry to
the Games, free use of the Members'

Bar as well as the Governor - Gen-
eral's luncheon, are available from
Joan Nix tel.no. 3585619,

The KILTED PARADE at the GCames will
move forward at 2,30p.m. sharp. Ki-
l1ted gentlemen and tartan skirted
ladies may march in the PARADE. Lo-
rd Lauderdale, leading his Maitlan-
ds, will head the PARADE, Clan fMac-
Nicol, led by Scorrybreac, will ma-
rch in 4th position,

You might have noticed uwhen you re-
ad the S.M.H. article on page 3 th-—
at the Chief has been called WMacN-
icol of Scorrybreac, It is no mis-
take, The Chief, following the ad-
vice of the late Sir Iain floncrei=-
ffe of that Ilk, U.C., has changed
his name to MACNICOL under Austra-
lian law. (For those purchasing the
Annual published by the S.,A.H.C. -
The Annual was already at the pri-
nters before Scorrybreac changed
his name).

Clan Donald C _ehtre

For an idyllic stay in the beautiful Isle of Skye, pamper
yourselves in one of our luxuriously appointed suites.
Situated above the magnificently restored Stables at the

Clan Donald Centre, these suites are fully equipped for
gracious living and dining. Nearby you can enjoy
the freedom of the historic Clan Donald Centre,
its award winning museum exhibition,
_extensive gardens, nature trails and
splendid ‘Taste of Scotland’ restaurant,
P

enguiries contact:

Clan Donald Centre, Sleat,
Isle of Skye 1V45 BRS
Telephone: 04714 305/227
Telex: 75442 DONALD G

Scottish Travellers Club of Australia
Telephone (02) 27 2782

3rd Floor, Wingello House, Angel Piace,
Sydney 2000, Australia

Isle of Skye and South West
Ross Tourist Board

Tourist Information Centre,
Portree, Isle of Skye, V51 9BZ.
Tel: Portree (0478) 2137

Ian Nicolson (Isle of Man), who
alerted us to the possibilty of p-
urchasing Scorrybreactstae, also
mentions we might consider build-—
.ing a Clan lMacNicol Centre on or
near our land, a more modest vers-
ion of the Clan MacDonald Centre
shown on this page.

First Woman Named
To High Position
By The Lord Lyon

A woman has been named to ane of the senior
positions in the Court of the Lord Lyon, a “first” n
the 400-year history of the ancient Scottish court of
heraldry. Mrs. Elizabeth Roads, former secretary to
the Lord Lyon, has been appointed Clerk to the
Court.

Mrs. Roads points out, ina Glasgow Herald inter-
view that she is “only following family tradition.” She
is descended from one of the most famous of the
Lord Lyons of the 17th century, Sir James Balfour of
Denmylne—"several great-grandfathers ago.” Mrs
Roads herself is a Bruce; her late father was Col.

James Bruce of the Royal Scots. A CLAN
She was born in Germany while her father was

serving u.ri]lh his regiment. She acquired a linquistic MACNTCOL

secretarial course at Cambridge, worked in an Edin- SO :

burgh law office, took a fine arts course at the Victo SPORISOR o

ria and Albert Museum, and worked at evaluating

arts objects for Christie's of London before becom:- HRIDGE

ing secretary to the Lord Lyon in 1975.

“New appointments bring new problems,” she
says—and she already has one which no previous
Lyon clerk has had to deal with. She will require time
off in September to have a baby. Her first priority
aftet that will be to find a nannie so that she can
return to work.

ON THE MATTER OF UUR TARTANS:
Mr.Bruce Kerr,(l.C., of Edinburgh,
represented us at the Lyon Court
in regard to Lord Carnock's claim
to our tartans. The Lord Lyon King
of Arms has given both parties ti-
me to "adjust answers'". I think
this really means time for the ni_
Lyon Clerk and Keeper of the Rec-
ords to have her baby.

W%
AN

I have just remembered that this
newsletter goes to a number of cl-
ansmen in the U.K, Anyone in the
U.K. wishing to donate to our land
Appeal, should send their donation
directly to our lawyer on Skve(see
page 2 for address), cheques sho=
uld be made out to Clan [MacNicol.

May I thank Ian of Isle of [llan mo-
st sincerely for urging us on to
‘buy Scorrybreac Fstate, may I th-
ank Scorrybreac for inspiring us
with the hope of such a possibili-
ty, and finally, I thank my late
father, Nlexander Nicolson, who
always said there was no such word

as can't, h—\$:$K¢3 cy:«gi_‘
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The owner of the valued Portree
beauty-spot of Ben Chrachaig
said this week that he was
“hopeful™ of reaching agree-

1ment with the Australian branch

of the Clan MacNicol Society
who are negotiating to buy the
140-acre site.

Mr Barrie Creed of Edinbane told
“:he Free Press on Wednesday: “ltis
"in the hands of the solicitors. There
are one or two details to be sorted
out, but it may be that the land will
belong to a clan trust by early
November, ’

Australian clan

MacNicol may
soon

be the new lairds
of Ben Chrachaig

And Mr Creed added that should
a deal not be agreed with the Clan
MacNicol “there is another local
community organisation showing an
interest in the site™.

The proposal by the Clan
MacNicol to acquire Ben Chrachaig
was revealed last Thursday at a
meeting of Portree Community
Council.

Clan secretary Mrs Rosemary
Nicolson Samios wrote to the com-
munity council from Sydney. She
said the clan were keen to acquire
Ben Chrachaig — "the heart of
Scorrybreac, the ancient lands of

R M-
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Clan MacNicol”. And she added
that a trust would be established to
ensure that any improvements to the
area would be in keeping with the
wishes of their Skye kinsmen.

The hereditary clan chief is Mr
lan MacNicol, a retired sheep farmer
living at Ballinz, New Sauth Wales.
He said the clan had become interes-
ted after cuttings from the Free Press
reached them in Australia.

The £20,000 needed to buy the
land, said Mr MacNicol, would be
raised by the clan from their 25,000
members throughout the waorld. At
most, the only development would be
perhaps a few cottages as
accommodation for clansmen and
others.

In an article in the ‘Sydney
Morning Herald® — written by
‘Ethnic  Affairs Reporter’ Peter
Winte — Mrs Samivs is quoted as
saying that by reclaiming ther
the clan weuld be

f mistory

an.estral

& WrOngs
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“‘Furmy how the rabbits seem bigger since Chernobyl . . .”

W.H.,F.P.31/10/886
and above a.clip
from the W,H.F.P,
earlier in Oct.
1498E,

Rallying
The Clan

Clan MacNicol
Chief: Nicolson of Scorrybreac
60 Revolutionary Road
Concord, Mass 01742
USA
Dear Sir

I wrte as Commissioner in North
America of the Clan MacNicol
society, which has an interest in
ratsing funds to purchase the Beinn

Chrachaig property

Right:

get together socially, and members
range from emigrants of unly a few
years like myself to those whose
families left Scotland many genera.
tions ago.

We called our society Clan
MacNicol to distinguish ourselves
from any society which the English
Lord Carnock, who was recently
recognised by the Lord Lyon King of
Arms in Edinburgh to be Chief of
Clan Nicolson, may wish to set up.
Our Chief is an Australian, lan
Nicolson of Scorrybreac, whose
family goes back directly through
many generations on Skye. He has
a strong interest in the history and
culture of the Nicolsons on Skye, and
spent several weeks last year in
Portree.

We have found that the concept
of buying a piece of land which has
a close association with Scorrybreac,
and preserving it for the common
good of the people of the area, has
strong emotional appeal to the
emigrant Scots.

Some of their families were dis-
possessed and evicted many years
ago, and there is a sense that in a
small way they can regain a part of
their lost heritage. It can form a link
in friendship from overseas with the
people of Skye, and ensure that the
recreational use of this beauty spot
can be kept forever.

We are actively engaged in raising
donations, large and small, from
clans-peopie around the world, and
with strong local represemation
amongst the trustees are sure that all
can benefit from the acquisition.

Yours faithfully
A Murray Nicolson

ngnFcpl 7/
11/86, Below: A
small map showing

Scorrybreac E state Trustees will also consider using the

Can you work out
the boundaries fr-
om Murray's news-
letter extract,

MAP OF PORTREE,

Skye ’ and SUI‘I'QUHC’S *Ban-runaire Clann MhicNeacail

AEED

jOur Sgrasnacer —
_fyn 5

A hAessage From
Ben Chrachaig
“Lairds-Elect”

1/410 Edgecliff Road
Woollahra
Sydney, NSW 2025
Australia
Dear Sir

We recently received in Australia
a news clip from the West Highland
Free Press entitled “Australian Clan
MacNicol may soon be the new lairds
of Ben Chrachaig”.

Although the Australian branch of
Clan MacNicol made the iniual
approach to Mr Barrie Creed regard-
ing the purchase of Ben Chrachaig,

it is our kinsmen worldwide — in-
cluding those on Skye and elsewhere
in the Hebrides — who will con-

tribute towards the purchase of this
land.

Trustees from armound the world
wiil be appninted to the future Clan
MacNicol Lands Trust. We are very
happy to entrust the day-to-day
management of our future lands 10
the Vice-Chairman of Trustees, Mr
Calum Nicolson, Borve, by Portree,
and Trustees Mr William Nicolson,
Ollach, Braes; Mr Archie Nicolson,
Coolin Hiils Hotel, Portree; Mr
Malcolm Nicolson. 4 Heatherfield,
by Portree; and Mr John Nicolson.
14 Kitson Crescent, Portree. Mr
Donald Ferguson of Christie and
Ferguson is the Clan’s solicitor and
is acting for us in this matter. }

lain MacNeacail Sgorrabreac, our
hereditary Clan Chief and Chairman |
of the Trustees, who uses the Gaelic
form of his name (which seemed to
cause "The Scotsman’ reporter who
telephoned us from Scotland con-
siderable difficulty), hopes that the

Gacelic form for “Clan MacNicol
Lands Trust™.

We hope that the people of Skye
are happy that the new lairds of Ben
Chrachaig are to be Clan MacNicol
and we wish them continued enjoy-
ment of this famous beauty spot.

Yours faithfully
Mrs R Nicolson Saniios
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. Portree
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Clan MacNicol set to take over as
the new lairds of Ben Chrachaig

The 140-acre site on Ben
Chrachaig in Portree, which was
at the centre of a controversy
earlier this year, is set to change
hands this month.

Plans to estabiish an outdoor
centre and hostel on the well-known
beauty spot were announced in June
by Mr Barrie Creed, who runs the
Three Rowans restaurant at Edin-
bane. But there were strong protests
from members of the public and
from Portree community council,
who wanted the area left un-
developed.

In the face of such opposition Mr
Creed abandoned his proposals and
put the land on the market. A call
from the community council for Skve
& Lochalsh District Council to
acquire the land for possible

designation as a countryside park
was turned down on the grounds of
lack of funds.

The Australian branch of the Clan
MacNicol then entered the debate.
Clan chief Mr Tan Nicolson — a
retired sheep farmer living near
Sydney — began negotiating with
Mr Creed and proposed the estab-
lishment of a Clan MacNicol Lands
Trust to take responsibility for the
site, described as part of the clan’s
ancestral homeland.

This week Portree solicitors
Christie and Ferguson, acting on
behalf of the Clan MacNicol. con-
firmed that they expected the deal
to be completed soon, with a hand-
aver date early in January.

Mr Donald Ferguson said it would
take some time to formally establish
the trust. He thought the clan chief

would probably visit Skye in the
summer to have a meeiing with local
trustees to decide what to do with the
site. Mr Ferguson added: "'l would
think they won’t do anything too
dramatic that will upset the local
population.™

The clan society have already
indicated that they are unlikelv to
undertake any developments on Ben
Chrachaig apart from the possible
construction of a few cottages as
accommodation for visiting clan
members and others.

Portree community council chair-
man D A Morrison said this week
that he had had no official word of

the takeover. He would have
preferred the land to go into the
ownership of the district council,
however.

“It sould have been more secure
then,” said Mr Morrison. “The Clan
MacNicol may be okay, butin years
to comez they might break up and we
wouldbe back in the same position.
There will ajways be some form of
local gavernment here, so it would
have Been better under district
council ownership.”™

He added that the community
councd would now ry t keep the
Clan MacNicol to their original
commament not to develop the area.

The following is from Murray's U,S,
A. neusletter -

The land itself begins at the north
eastern edge of the town of Portrees,
just beyond the Coolin Hills Hotel,
It goes up over Ben Crachaig and
Ben: Torvaig to the north, includes
the peninsula of Sgeir Mhor, and
the sea cliffs which include Mac-
Coitar®™s Cave, lhere is a descripte
ion of the land in "The Misty Isle
of Skye", by J,A,MacCulloch, ftirst
published in 1805: "Opposite, on
the north side, are the frowning
headlands of Creag Mhor or the Beal
and Ben Crachaig, basaltic precip-
ices, runs down to the sea. Far up
on the later a black slit denotes
the entrance to a narrow and lofty
cave, the Piper's Cave, which tra-
dition says runs through the Is-
land and emerges again at Loch Bra-
.cadale. Another name for it and an
older one is MacCoitar's Cave, fMac4
was a briand in ancient times, who
sallied forth from this dark and
damp dwelling place to plunder the
neighbourhood, and then returned
with the spoil, On the beach below
is a bolder which a Raasay man th-
rew at his wife, It missed her,
but with such violence was it thr-
own that it flew across the sound
and fell nere ! Such tales do the
fishermen tell each other as they
go sailing out into the SoOUNOessee

A little beyond are the crumbling
one of those tiny Celti

ot

stomes of

churches, rude in architecture, in
which the voice of praise has long
been silent, and where the too lux-
urious vegetation girdles the long-
forgotten graves,....Above this old
churchyard is a narrow glen down wh-
ich & burn tricklss to the e
terminates in the precipitous flank
of the cliff, over which the water
dashes, through masses of birch and
hazel, forming a cool, shadowy gro-
tto with deep recesses where lurk
asplenia and holly-~fern in plenty,
All around are thick clumps of fern
and bracken, beds of yellow prim-
roses, blue violets, white anemone_
while the air is scented with their
perfumes and the aromatic odour of
the bracken, Uverhead is the black
frowning cliff, looking as if it
would suddenly dash itself downwardsg,
Beyond is the ruined heap of ODun
Torvaig, and near by the gable of
the ancient house of Scorrybreck,
Somewhere here Prince Charles hid
from his pursuers after heving cro-
ssed to Skye from Raasay, beyond
the Sound, Far below are the ruined
church, the green meadiw, the roll-
ing sea, In front is Creag Mhor ri-
sing skywards; across the water is
Raasay and the stsep flanks of Ben
Tianavaig, and in the far distance
Ben Alligin looks down upon the gl-
ories of Loch TorridoNeseeceee."
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e increase in passengers and traffic on

' Kyle-Kyleakin since the roll-on roll.

) off service started on the Western

— = Isles route. Up till 11th April. the

o - number of passengers on the Kyle-
Kyleakin service was up 20 per cent.
cars up 10 per cent and commercial
vehicles up 11 per cent.

FRIDAY, 24 APRIL 1987

CalMac area manager Alistair
Nicolson said on Wednesdav: “The [
problem is that the men at Kvieakin
are not giving the same flexibility o
thev did last vear. because they arc
dissatisfied with the wage offer. We
were asking them to postpone thei:
break 10 get the second boat ow
when we saw the traffic building up
but they have not given us tha
flexibility.”

Mr Nicolson admitted that nego-
tiations had been stalemated but
now be resumed. “The
company are prepared totalk to the
men now about wages and con
ditions. and hopefully an  earl
meeting will be arranged.”™

He said traffic had been “'verv.
very heavy' over the past few davs,

nd there had been a peneral

“*There’s a work-to-rule on the new
bridge — one vehicle at a time™

FRIDAY, 7 AUGUST 1987

Sleat Road BVEE

Tigh-na-mara
Broadford

FRIDAY, 7 AUGUST 1987
Dear Sir,

Anyone who has the dubious |
privilege of driving along the
Broadford to Armadale road can sec | An elderly Skve e
that the rozd is totally inadequate for | over by his own
the volume of (Faric tnat Nds o Use 4 oe

Tractor accident

1er who was run
WOWES K 10

H L

comiortabie™ i Broadford

it. Hospital on Wednesday night
Indeed. it 1s bad enough du-ing Sixtyv-four-vear-n Willie
the winter, let alone wher the | MacLeod {from Brogaig. near

Mallaig car ferry is operating when
it is not unusual to be held up the
whole 15 miles by drivers who dan't
know about single-track rads.

Suaffin. suffered pelvic injuries in the
freak acoident. Newhbour Mr
Murdo Ni on saw Mr MacLeod's
ractor n he field with

£ acToss 1

When 1 enquired of & roads de- | no one at the contro I watched
partment official as to wuyon carth | as it ran ing 1"« house
the Staffin road was peing done| and dun “her wall,
before the Armadale one T was wld "hen he went to see what hac

that the late Lord Macdonald used | puened he sp
iis influence to have the Sleat road | 1o the b
improved to its present level pro
maturely. so that it would just have :
to take its place at the back of the —. il
queue. Does this therefore mean that
the Elgol, Glendale, Waternish and L L oT
even Kylerhea roads will all be
double-track before Sleat 1s up 2 ) .
graded? L ek =
If su, I suggest that a differentser - 0~ 1 : i
of priorities is adopted by the High- )
land Regional Councii to put righi
what is clearly a policy of utter =T L —
stupidity )
Yours faithtully. - -
M.O.H. Scont | oy —

-d Mr MucLeod iving
I alerted the

fielc
PMICTECNCY SeICes.
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BEN CHRACHAIG
SAGA LATEST

made for the Clan MacNicol to
withdraw statements made

The Ben Chrachaig saga con
tinues . . . This week a call was

carlier this vear about the  Mr Creed added Lh;z: had
negotiations between themselves .2 riten to the Law Sociely i
ie Creed over the Scotland about this ana other
and Mr Barrie L1 ~ matters.
purchase of the Portree beauty -
spot Mr Ferguson was not available for
As already reported in the Free commenton Wednesday.
Press. Mr Creed is taking action  Meanwhile. the clansfolk were
apainst the clan society in a hlfl 10 gathering this week for & meeting in
obtain interest on the purchase price.  Portree on Saturday called by the
-wii]'nch 1[’:; Jclalms is ?u;ﬁ;zi:z&e;‘lf li;};_lerm‘. trustees fgr Ben _('Ilracihuig.
alleged celays inconcil Il : e trustees have issued an
And in a statement issued this week  ipvitation to “all Clan MacNicol
he said: “Acting on the advice of our  members” to attend the meeting in
solicitor we have called upon the  the Roval Hotel.
Clan MacNicol and their solicitor. __ i
Mr Donald Ferguson (of Portree law :
firm Christie and Ferguson) 1
retract certain statements made
"the April Clan newslerter.”

L/ kel
ETAAZ=

In the lsst nevsletter I promised to p
names wvhich will be imscribecd on the
Sponsors iiemarial to be erected an Hen

10y oy (7-10-1958)
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Bruce and Beryl
S5inclair MNicholsan
Roslyn Nicholson
G oth

L Nicol san

(¥ ';. anc I".T(:..‘:
Scarrybreac on nomye S alalabs
John Nicolson, v TT vDTE
Hobert anc Hrlen C
Feter = lierothy Micoll
Nlan i
James nt i nle
Isohe
Tv
Li &
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[
JLiflaEls, &
Jahin
£ n and ichol
Siephen He
The Estat: S P o JioMicnl=on
Alan AlNice
= TAamily
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ALFtac
Tracy Leigh Nicol

ftev.Father Gerard J.hichol

Elizabeth (Beth) Tell )
Scottish Australisn Hrriteoe Council
TF ANY NAMES HAVE BLE" ACCIDEUNTLY OMITTED, IF




THERE ARE Eeit0rs, oOn, IF YOU WISH ness to Londen he was hungry, bought what he thoucht
¥YOUR FULL Eg Fq¢ RETTER IDFATIFICATION BY was a rosy apple, bit into it and then Ethrew it au~y
ouR \EJLFMUJWTS, PLEASE IMFORM THE THEASURER 45 for it was a tomato and he h-cd neyer scen one before
SO0OMN AS POSSIBLE, ' He became a successft 2ssman; & French wine

buff; a violinist; 2 “antastic shot ] to
elephants); a fish n of repukte {from trot to

marlin); a great traweller; » thorounhly cultured

Highland gentleman, H= hs¢ a social conscience and
christened his caughter with the name af Napier -
after that Commission so that she, too would neuer
UNIT 6, PORTREE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE forget. ’
_Cﬁ'WDn He Laught.his‘“ qﬁ@gllﬁw ?nly daunhber |
Florie M.Michal, Alherta, of ﬂehﬁrmlnatlon, initiative and cour
Clan MacMNicol Branch (Juebec. recognised success, "y lote Fatner, ~|
ENGLAND ent, ror I reme b my very Seautl |
Bir Lommodore A, loving mother who |

A.N.Micholson, Hampshire, 3 i
ionghus MacNeacail, Loncon, been the single gre
Tha Rt.Hon, the Lord Cerrock, London,

Gryfn Nicholson of Taransay, Newcastle me to launch the fppr
ISLE OF Man. pad times for tLF‘-ir
Iain F,Nicelson, Port St,Mary, times laugned wu
NEW ZEALAND.

A ) ) of people" and
Harry and Tulcie Nicoll,uhakatane, ol's fundraisinog
-

tlgather Campbell 52

ck Nicholson, [lunedin ter,
ITED STATES OF ﬂ-_iIE ) g B

r.Paul ~nd Linda Brcoall, C=lifornia. binem I wREE Che ~eeds "L
Rene ancd Delane Flon;rau, frizona, AEYLEEES LM & MR T L
Harry and Foarnar nlzon, Uhio. should instruct °r Lo
ohn and Harman Mi on, Geaorgia. - PUEEHEGE BRn bk

Alex, M.Nicolson, rmia, It was my Enlp

A.ilurray Nicolsen ssachusetts, a list of
Forrester I.Nicolson, Massachusetts, "r.0onald

Carson C.5t.Jobn, Indiana, nay need t T
tonaled E,duffum, Naw York, mv'nwﬂ kind.,.

James F.Cook, 5 ippi

I rang firJlanala
ructed him ko purcns
behalf, He knew me
ions without doubt

lerry Jayne Mcliicha
‘#lter and Snerry |
firs.leo Loodman-f
Ozn H,Micolson,

Mancy R,Nicolson, Texas, him immediately 2% . s
Harry Nicolson, Chlifornia my goed faith, he A
£l e E - ’ " n -
Alexander Nickell t,Tohn, indiana, forward any money until tne time of settlement fo
Sradley Tabhert, Ohio. 'my word was my honour',
SCOTLAN 1111
E 1 quU’ 1 . Here was a lawyer willing to st his
alum R rye . q
Jym Wicolson, iorve, jroFes ional te belief &n

Mrs.flargaret Humz, Edinburgh,
Zero Jonn colson, by Portree,
fionghus facNeacail, f dinhurc

o 3 R T L

iam dbGelt A CATEEE e S
away would honour he- word, How could I
such a special lsuyst ong such a trust,

v

The Treasurer, irs 41 1/34 dinclair 3t., gave me breathini space to launch the Ac
Yollstonecraft, N.35 3 {nlrase mobte mew ncdT— the 1986 Septemb=r newsletter,

2ss), hes infarmed ms th-t until the final THESE THREE PEURLE

nuote for the memarinl is aczepted she will be nIG POSSIBLE. IT I

anly too happy to receive further conations, THANK AND REMEL

The Chief hrs wizy kindly th-nked many of the pe

2le involvued in the purctoses af Jrn It is tPntat¥ur1u 5 .
mogern clan woncrr), I woule like t jﬂ?ﬁhbe S?t soue ? . ' ?_ s
yrry important unsung pecple who -re re ' MhicNeacail General flc in Portree, I-le of
for our success. S5kye, subject te the Clan's solicitor's = tlapi
ik
Every single contribution is wrry important, S
the h. rdest tesk with = project is maki ! 31 July Ffalls
the decision to lsunch ulc'rring khe fi ! aoout a week b
financial and moral responsinsility should ikt fail | week after sueh : ’
: will be travell’ E distance t
Ian Nicolson, Isle of flan, cvrew our attention to meeting will heo ki-» opportunity of
tne possibility of prehaes purchising 3en Chracaid, these other activitiess.
the Chief liked the idea but felt it was an inpos-
sible cream; I felt it wrs passible; stec I had Eh femgm Umdior [on L0
I telephone Jlurray Nicolsan in America i Nicolsan A e S
the Americans consider being Tespo E:?Or;nn Y e porinbe E he ton
an Appeal to pu Ctiacaig: il - - ' ‘
the idea but sa : uEs & Nicolson.
such a responsibility anc {{Clan facNicol & Sycdney is am % turcay ©
about it in Australia, 'Yl ecember at 10:m hee Blub, af,  artkek alag
isi Sycdney, Take the te Town Hall, --lik unoer-= |
It was my decision alone to launch the Appneal and ground through the ueen Victoriz RBui ing »nd yo 2!

also my responsibility alons shoulg the fAppeal f: r right there.
(At Lhe time of launching tr= fAppeal I ledgrd enoug h Phone Winston
script at the bank to mare *nan cover the full pur— ceilidh on 5 Cec
jchase price),

511 (045)S71351 about the surnisg
r, the Chief and Lady Scorry- |

breac will be there, {

|Thnra were some cark hours =long the Lhen o At last we have = Clan -
o . B - ] - M I HMEN =1 1
number of people lost faith in me, in Appeal ia, Mr,R,li.Nicho!l

anc in Ben Chracaig, but
assured its success.,

followinng three pcople Ferth tay Street

I look forward to same of you during scott-

Alexancer Nicolson,late of Nairobi, vas the 3r ish Week, A

of a tenant farmer and 2s a2 young m:n left for fours in kin=hig, s e

colonies to make his forzZune. fin the way from o fi?rr i
i'. T 4



